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Move m e n t :  Looking  to  the  Future

I. Move m e n t

a. On e  p er s o n  c a n  m a k e  a  differ e n c e

b. Tw o  of  th e  s a m e  mi n d  ar e  e v e n  b ett e r

c. But th er e  is  n o  tellin g  w h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  with  th o u s a n d s ,  or  e v e n  millio n s  w h o  ar e  
c o m m i tt e d  to  th e  s a m e  g o a l

d. Th at  is  th e  m a r v e l  of  m o v e m e n t

e. As Ge off  s ai d  y e s t e r d a y ,  int er e s ti n g  hist o r y  (not  b o ri n g  hist or y)  inv ol v e s  th e  
st ori e s  a n d  d et ail s  of  p e o p l e ,  th o s e  s a m e  kind  of  el e m e n t s  that  m a k e  our  live s  
int er e s ti n g

i. Disc o v e r i n g  thin g s  a b o u t  th eir  dy n a m i c  a n d  int er a c ti o n  with  ot h e r s

ii. Th e  d et ail s  of  th eir  c o n t e x t

iii. Th eir  a s pir ati o n s  a n d  dr e a m s

iv. Th eir  b eli ef s

f. Mov e m e n t  re q uir e s  th e s e  s a m e  el e m e n t s ,  but  a ctiv at e d  in  th e  pr e s e n t ,  a n d  
lo o ki n g  to  th e  futur e

i. This  is  to  s a y  th at  m o v e m e n t  d o e s  n ot  h a p p e n  in  is ol ati o n  or  in  st a g n a ti o n

ii. A m o v e m e n t  n e e d s  to  b e  dy n a m i c  –  int er a c ti n g  o n  all  lev e l s  with  b ot h  its:

1 . Pa st

2. Pre s e n t

3. And  e n g a g i n g  th o s e  in  th e  futur e

iii. A m o v e m e n t  n e e d s  to  sp e a k  to  its  c o n t e x t



1 . It n e e d s  to  a n s w e r  qu e s ti o n s  that  p e o p l e  ar e  a s ki n g

2. It n e e d s  to  cultiv at e  a w a r e n e s s  of  th e  its  surr o u n d i n g s

3. It n e e d s  to  off er  th e  invitati o n  to  b e  a  part  of  s o m e t h i n g  that  m a k e s  
a  differ e n c e

iv. Th at  differ e n c e  n e e d s  to  b e  m a n if e s t e d  in  c a ptiv a tin g  a s pir ati o n s  a n d  
dr e a m s  –  in  ot h e r  w o r d s ,  a  visi o n

II. Memb er s  of  a  Move m e n t

a. Th at  s ai d ,  w e  ar e  m e m b e r s  of  a  m o v e m e n t

b. Particip a n t s  in  a n  exi stin g  dyn a m i c

i. Look  ar o u n d  you  rig ht  n o w  –  this  is  m o v e m e n t

ii. This  is  a  particul ar  el e m e n t  to  our  dyn a m i c

c. But th e  qu e s ti o n  for  us,  a s  w e  c o m e  to  th e  cl o s e  of  this  w e e k e n d ,  a n d  m o v e  b a c k  
into  our  individ u al  c o n t e x t s ,  until w e  all  m e e t  a g a i n  n ext  y e a r  is:  Shall  w e  k e e p  
m o v i n g ?

d. I’d lik e  to  su g g e s t  this  m o r n i n g  that  w e  c a n ,  a n d  w e  m u s t

e. Now,  I c a n n o t  giv e  th e  m a g i c  for m ul a  or  fairy  du st,  or  th e  s o p h i s ti c a t e d  fix-all  
a n s w e r ,  but  I d o  b eli e v e  th at,  c oll e c ti v e l y,  w e  n e e d  to  tak e  into  c o n s i d e r a ti o n  
s e v e r a l  thin g s  a s  w e  st e p  for w a r d  –  a n d  c o n s i d e r a ti o n  th e m  s eri o u s l y

I. Move m e n t  Mean s  Intera c tio n:

a. With th o s e  w h o  c a m e  b ef o r e  us  

i. We  ar e  n ot  b or n  into  va c u u m s

ii. But w e  all  h a v e  inh e rit e d  a  faith  fro m  th o s e  w h o  c a m e  b ef o r e  us

1 . Wheth e r  w e  gr e w  up  in  th e  c h ur c h

2. Or w h e t h e r  w e  w e r e  br o u g h t  into  th e  c h ur c h  thr o u g h  th e  influ e n c e  
of  s o m e o n e  el s e

iii. But w h a t e v e r  th e  c a s e ,  w e  c a n n o t  e s c a p e  th e  influ e n c e  of  th o s e  w h o  
c a m e  b ef o r e  us

1 . Go o d



2. Bad

iv. On e  of  th e  iss u e s  th at  Ge off  a n d  I h o p e d  to  foc u s  o n  this  w e e k e n d  w a s  
our  id e ntity,  a n d  our  id e n tity  is  cl o s e l y  tied  to  th o s e  fro m  w h o m  w e  h a v e  
re c e i v e d  our  faith

v. Yet  to  ign or e  th eir  c o n tri b uti o n s  a n d  c h a ll e n g e s  is  to,  at  le a s t  in  part,  tak e  
for  gr a nt e d  w h a t  w e  h a v e  re c e i v e d

vi. We  s a y  “hist ory  rep e a t s  its elf”,  hist or y  is  n ot  cy cli c al,  it is  lin e a r ,  just  a s  
tim e  is  lin e a r

vii. Nev ert h e l e s s ,  it is  in  our  b e s t  int er e s t s  to

1 . Inter a c t  with  th e m

2. Learn  fro m  th e m

3. Sen sitiv el y  critiqu e  th e m

4. And  tak e  th e  re s ult s  of  all  that  a n d  c ar ef ully  ap ply  it to  our s e l v e s

viii. Addition a lly,  Rest or a ti o n  is  n ot  si m p ly  g oi n g  b a c k  to  th e  b e g i n n i n g ,  to  th e  
NT –  that  is

1 . Rest or ati o n  is  n ot  a- hist ori c a l

2. It is  aff e ct e d  by  th e  influ e n c e  of  our  im m e d i a t e  a n d  le s s - im m e d i a t e  
pa st

ix. Ever  a s k ,  “Why  ar e  w e  th e  w a y  w e  ar e ?”

1 . Part  of  th e  a n s w e r  is  to  ex a m i n e  our  im m e d i a t e  pa s t

x. So,  a s  w e  m o v e  for w a r d ,  w e  m u s t  h a v e  int er a c ti o n  with  th o s e  w h o  c a m e  
b ef o r e  us

b. With th o s e  w h o m  w e  will  le a v e  b e h i n d  

i. Wheth e r  you  ar e  1 6  or  6 5 ,  you  ex e rt  a n  influ e n c e

ii. And  th e  influ e n c e  th at  w e  w a n t  to  e s t a b li s h  with  th o s e  in  our  im m e d i a t e  
c o n t e x t,  a n d  ulti m a t e l y  with  th o s e  w h o m  w e  will  le a v e  b e h i n d  is  a  po s itiv e  
o n e

iii. Th at  s ai d ,  w e  n e e d  to  pay  c ar ef ul  att e n ti o n  to  h o w  w e  giv e  that  influ e n c e ,  
a n d  it n e e d s  to  c o m e  in  word s  a n d  action s  th at  ar e

1 . Give n  int e nti o n a lly



2. Give n  in  lov e

iv. Again,  “Why  d o  w e  d o  w h a t  w e  d o?”

v. “Why  d o  w e  s a y  w h a t  w e  s a y ?”

vi. “Why  d o  w e  b eli e v e  w h a t  w e  b eli e v e ? ”

vii. “What  ar e  th e  implic ati o n s  up o n  us  to  d o,  s a y ,  a n d  b eli e v e  th e s e  thin g s ?”

viii. We  c a n n o t  tak e  th e s e  m a tt e r s  a n d  qu e s ti o n s  lightly  b e c a u s e  th er e  ar e  
al w a y s  ey e s  up o n  us

1 . And  I d o n ’t  s a y  that  s o  that  w e  a ct  out  of  fe ar  or  c o m p u l s i o n

2. But rath e r ,  that  p e o p l e  o b s e r v e  w h e t h e r  s o m e t h i n g  is  w o rt h w h il e  
to  us  by  th e  att e nti o n  that  w e  giv e  to  it

ix. So  w e  ou g h t  to  pra cti c e  re st o r a ti o n  with  c o n v i c ti o n ,  int e nti o n a lly

x. And  ex pr e s s  our  c o n v i c ti o n s  to  th o s e  ar o u n d  us  with  lov e ,  inte nti o n a lly

c. With th o s e  with  w h o m  w e  m a y  differ  

i. I larg el y  s a y  this  to  indic at e  our  int er a c ti o n s  with  th o s e  within  our  o w n  
fell o w s h i p ,  but  it als o  ap pli e s

1 . Th o s e  in  ot h e r  faith  gr o u p s  w h o  m a y  b e  a s ki n g  th e  s a m e  
qu e s ti o n s

2. To  th e  larg e r  lost  of  th e  w o rl d

ii. Conflict  a n d  dis a g r e e m e n t  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  b e  g o o d

iii. In ter m s  of  Th e  Rest or a ti o n  Move m e n t ,  th e s e  situ ati o n s  c a n  h el p  
cry st alliz e  th e  c o n c e p t  that  m u c h  m o r e  in  our  mi n d s  w h e n  w e  m u s t  
a n s w e r  qu e s ti o n s  a n d/ or  our  op p o n e n t s

iv. But in  c o m m u n i c a ti n g  our s e l v e s ,  th e  k e y  thin g  to  n ot  for g e t  h er e  is:  
dial o g u e

1 . And  a s  Ja m e s  s a y s  in  1 : 1 9 ,  “Be  qui c k  to  list e n ,  sl o w  to  sp e a k ,  a n d  
sl o w  to  b e c o m e  a n g r y .”

2. We  ar e  s o m e t i m e s  qui c k  or  to o  apt  to  m a k e  jud g m e n t  c all s  that  
ar e  n ot  our s  to  m a k e  w h e n  differ e n c e s  aris e

3. But w h e n  differ e n c e s  aris e ,  it is  our  o bli g a ti o n  to  w o r k  h ar d ,  to  
w o r k  h ar d ,  h ar d ,  h ar d  at  re c o n c ili ati o n ,  at  findin g  a gr e e m e n t ,  a n d  
to  b e  of  o n e  mi n d



v. And  s o  I s a y ,  “Let  us  n ot  b e  m o r e  e a g e r  to  b e  right  tha n  to  b e  re c o n c il e d ”

a. I s a y  this  a s  a n  attitud e ,  a n d  n ot  to  dis cr e d it  our  
c o m m i t m e n t  to  truth

b. And  s o ,  I s a y  this  re alizin g  th at  w e  c a n n o t  al w a y s ,  n or  
s h o u l d  w e  al w a y s  b e  re c o n c il e d  with  e v e r y o n e  o n  all  p oi nt s

c. But it is  to  s a y  th at  w e  ou g h t  to  b e  e a g e r  to  s e e k  th e  unity  
that  Jes u s  pray e d  for  in  his  hig h - pri e stly  pray e r  in  John  1 7  
–  “that  all  of  th e m   m a y  b e  o n e ,  Fath e r ,  just  a s  you  ar e  in  
m e  a n d  I a m  in  you.”

vi. Let’s  talk  it out

d. With our s e l v e s  

i. What  I m e a n  is  that  w e  n e e d  to  h a v e  dial o g u e  with  our s e l v e s

ii. We  n e e d  to  a s k  our s e l v e s  difficult  qu e s ti o n s  a n d  b e  h o n e s t  with  our s e l v e s

1 . Which  is  ex a c tly  w h a t  our  for e b e a r s  did  th e m s e l v e s

2. Th e y  w e r e  n ot  s ati sfi e d  with  th e  st atu s  qu o ,  a n d  w e  c a n’t  b e  eith e r

3. Wheth e r  th at  m e a n s  w e  arriv e  at  th e  s a m e  c o n c l u s i o n s  or  n ot  is  
o n e  thin g

iii. But w e  n e e d  to  c o n tin u e  to  ex a m i n e  our s e l v e s

iv. And  it e s s e n t i ally  m e a n s  th at,  in  a  s e n s e ,  w e  ar e  c o n tin u a lly  s e e k i n g  to  b e  
cl o s e r  to  God  a n d  his  will

e. With God  

i. I’ve  s a v e d  this  int er a c ti o n  for  la st  b e c a u s e  I d o  b eli e v e  it is  th e  m o s t  
imp o rt a n t,  a n d  giv e s  us  th e  gr e a t e s t  p ot e n ti al  to  k e e p  m o v i n g

ii. We  m u s t  h a v e  int er a c ti o n  with  God

1 . Thr o u g h  his  w o r d

2. In pray e r

iii. As w e  h a v e  ex pr e s s e d  o v e r  th e  last  fe w  le s s o n s ,  God  h a s  rev e a l e d  his  
will  for  us  in  his  Word

iv. And  it is  a  d o u b l e - e d g e d  s w o r d ,  livin g  a n d  a ctiv e ,  p e n e t r a ti n g  to  divid e  
s o ul  a n d  spirit,  joint s  a n d  m a rr o w ;  it jud g e s  th e  th o u g h t s  a n d  attitud e s  of  
th e  h e a rt  –  Heb.  4: 1 2



v. If w e  ar e  s e ri o u s  stu d e n t s  of  God’ s  w o r d ,  it will  cut  us,  a n d  it will  c a u s e  us  
to  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  it –  it c a u s e s  us  to  m o v e !

1 . Th e y  w e r e  cut  to  th e  h e a rt

2. And  th e y  a s k e d ,  “Broth e r s ,  w h a t  s h all  w e  d o?”

vi. Addition a lly,  at  ar o u n d  2: 0 0  la st  nig ht,  Paul,  Sea n ,  m y s e lf  a n d  Ge off  w e r e  
dis c u s s i n g  th e  “p o w e r  of  pray e r”  a s  ex pr e s s e d  in  Jesu s’  te a c h i n g  a b o u t  
m o v i n g  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  h a vi n g  faith

vii. Our d e p e n d e n c e  up o n  God  in  pray e r  will  k e e p  us  a s ki n g  for

1 . God’ s  wi s d o m

2. God’ s  str e n g t h

3. God’ s  visi o n

4. God’ s  for gi v e n e s s

5. What  w e  ar e  a s ki n g  for  is  God’ s  m o v e m e n t  within  us!

viii. A Rest or ati o n i s t  re c o g n i z e s  fro m  s e a r c h i n g  th e  Scriptur e s  that  re st o r a ti o n  
m e a n s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  with  God

1 . In Word

2. In Pray er

II. Two  Condition s

a. Continu ally  

i. If w e  d e s ir e  that  w e  s h o u l d  h a v e  m o v e m e n t  in  Rest or a ti o n ,  it m u s t  b e g i n  
with  our s e l v e s

1 . We  c a n n o t  d e p e n d  up o n  th e  m o v e m e n t  of  th e  pa st

2. And  w e  c a n n o t  w ait  for  th o s e  a h e a d  of  us  to  m o v e

3. We  m u s t  m o v e  our s e l v e s ,  a n d  c o n ti n u a lly  s e e k  re st o r a ti o n  
our s e l v e s

ii. As Ge off  m e n ti o n e d  la st  nig ht,  Rest or ati o n  is  unfinis h e d  until Christ  
return s

1 . We  m u s t  re m e m b e r  th at  n ot hi n g  will  b e  p erf e c t ,  n o  a c h i e v e m e n t s  
will  last  for e v e r



2. Until Christ  return s

b. In Christ  

i. Th e  d a n g e r  is  that  w e  limit  our  foc u s

1 . Are  w e  lo o ki n g  for  our  m o v e m e n t

2. No,  w e  ar e  lo o ki n g  to  a d v a n c e  into  God’ s  pla n

ii. We  m u s t  m a i nt ai n  th e  foc u s  o n  Christ

iii. We  h a v e  m e n ti o n e d  id e n tity

1 . Let us  n e v e r ,  e v e r ,  e v e r  for g e t  that  our  id e n tity  is  ulti m a t e l y  fou n d  
in  Christ


