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The Restoration Principle

J-  An Illustration

a.

3771'.; is a 1970 ﬁuz’cf Q"QJC
gn its Jay, it was the most Jaou/@fuf muscle car sold to the Jauﬁﬁ'c, with 360 ?f‘f , and 510 ﬁ Jbs. ?][‘ torque

@n[}/ 678 of these cars were produced in 1970, and you could get one in one of two colours: %poﬂé White, or
Saturn gg//ow

3&[15/, these cars are Jouj/;t zg%er @ muscle car collectors and enthusiasts. WA}/ 7
i. ﬁecau&e t/t?ey were the most meeifu/
7. ﬁecause t/t?::}/ were rare then, and are even rarer now
Fnd these cars are bringing /:vz:]/td dollars as welf - some oj” them upwards t?f s ﬁjures
%wever, t/;ey are a 4o year ofd car, anditis extreme@ rare to ﬁm[ one in orzjz’naf, unmolested condition
3779'}/ are noma//j found in this state
i. &be
. Well-used
i, Sdorned with second-rate tg‘i‘emar@at  parts
. ﬁjm'}/ g” the org']ina/;parts are ﬂmj  gone, tossed in a dumpster years ago

%t, when a car ts ﬁunzf in this she ape, all is not Jost ~ this car can be restored to the condition it was in when it /eﬁ

the zléa/ér&/té';a back in 1970, wsing various reférences
i. 3urvivinj examples of originals
7. ?actor'}/ documentation that states just how these cars were designed and assembled
. ﬁ itisa gneaﬁc car that is being reférencetl; there may be

1. O/ fﬁot?jnga/ﬂf



2. @njz’na/ documents suck as the bill (?]” sale

3. What is known as the ‘build sheet " whick'is uJua/{}/ ﬁum[ under the rear seat or on top ‘?f

the gas tank whick fists all the options that this car came with
i.  Whenthe car is finished..
i Jiisprized

% Jtisvaluable

i, Jt functions as it was originally intended to function
J Fndwhat may Fave seemed fike an insurmountable task is actually accomplished
J9. Purpose of Illustration

a.  Jhe purpese of this iffustration is to use amodern-day example to familiarize us with the concept of restoration

6. This weekend; we are ﬁcu&inj on restoration in the reafm of' the Ghiristian fait/f

c. Whick'is to say that the concept that we kave jth seen in this iffustration cgaf/z'e& to our /z_'fé in Ghirist - both
intﬁVit[ua/{y and co//ectz’ve[y (and the two are never mutually exclusive )

& Thus, toniy/ft, Jwould fike ﬁr ws to Jook at the Jon’najﬂ/e o]” restoration as it tyaf/z'ew to the Ghristian faz'tﬁj both
z'mﬁ'vz'tlitaffy and co/ﬁactz’vefy

4. What is Restoration? (At Least) 2 Presuppositions

a.  Jhat arestorationis necessary; That there is value in restoration

A gjt‘zrt of‘ the nature t?f' thits world - part of‘ the result oj” the ﬁf/ oj" man ~ is that t/finjs deteriorate, tﬁinjo"

decay, things tarnish
1. My necklace chuin is tarnished
2. My parents just replaced the recf on their house
5. My car hias rast hees
4 Weoursehves may become ifl, we become diseased

7. Wgw, thereis a way of‘ counteracting these eﬁéct,y, and that is to isolate ofject ~ to put it in a time

agmu/e or putitina Ja/ace where the e]?éct& of‘ thts world will not touck or contaminate it

. ;?m[ you can do that with all sorts ‘?][‘ tﬂnjw, ?'f “you wanted to, with:



1. Sime capsules
2. Glean rooms
5. Musewns
. Dt you can t do that with pecple, andyow can t do that with the chiurch!

v.  The churck works best when it is in contact with other Jaecz;a/e - God fas designed’it so that the rubber

actua/{y meets the road - we need contact!

Vi. Eut as a result of‘ Jaeg]oﬁa being an z'nts:yraf]aart of‘ the church, and’, /faw'nj contact with Jaeg]oﬁ? outside of‘

the church, it strays - it can deteriorate
1. Like the car that was pulled out of the barn, the church
a. JZZJ be tired
b. :7[27{}/ Fkave second-rate parts attacked to it
c. ﬁm] Jaface emf/faaiJ on some t/ﬁan to the my/ect of‘ others
vii.  Jhe church can stray or deteriorate fBr two reasons
1. Our wisdom is fimited

a. gfjﬁvaJon'f}/ known - fjﬁaJon[y known! - Jwouldon 't have eaten 13 hot dogs
tonz'y/;t

b What seems Jike a good idea at the time may backfire on us
i, Andit may take 1 Four
i, Oritmay take years, decades, perkaps centuries
c.  Jhese things happen - they just kappen
2. Satan does not work. shift work
@ The church'is estabfiskod at Pentecost in Hcts 2

b DBut we do not even  get 2 c/ﬂgatem away ﬁtgfore, in HActs 4 the ﬁwa}fes are seized
and YueJtz'onetf and threatened, and then in Hects 5 t/fe'}/ re fkjjet[

e Andthen we move into Galatians and1 &2 Gorinthians, where these challenges

start arising ﬁom within the church!



rrr

vizz.

o, g[‘ the church kas Jtra]etﬁ 1f' it has deteriorated in some way, it does not ref]@ct its org']z'mz/ condition,

its onc'yz'naf functz'oninj, its onc'yz'naf jfor"}/ ~ a return to the onc'yz'na/ 7s necessary and valuable

6. That we know the substance or Jook of the original

.

7.

1.

v.

There may be value in restoring Jometﬂnj to the oriyimz/ state, but do we know what it 0n:7ina/fj Jooked™
Jike or what it was made (?f?

@ur answer zs K eJ./ "

The NTis God's
1. Goffee table book on the church
2. dervice manual on the church

W;w, those are reaf/y Just overJ‘imJa/zﬁez[ (léa'jnatz'oner, because the Ez’ﬁfe is much ricker and”

ch]a/ﬁ'&tz’catef than just a aﬁpee table book or service manual

Dut what God hus féﬁ usinthe N Tisa window, a Joorta/ into the1” century, and we are given a Jook

into what the church was

W;W, t/t?ftfz’c’ture (?f‘tﬁ‘&' church is not as easy a&ﬂffinj opern to, say, the ﬁook‘cf‘c;%"ctd an([ﬁn(linj
sorne sort ‘?f checklist that we can consult - whick may fave been the case with the @7

OF course, the N is not written fike the OT
1. It s not afegislative document Jike the Pentateuch
2. 1 Gorinthians doesn t read fike Leviticus
S, the challenge for us is to identify God's design - God s ideal - in the pages of these documents
1. Jhisis no casy task - there is afways the difficulty of determining what was
a.  Gulturalin the society
5. Normal in the church
c. :Ej an example that Meonrce 7ﬂwfey uses is Acts 20:7-8
i, oDreak bread was normative
b, Hremany Jamps and the upper room !

2. Jttakes caref‘uf, ﬁﬁjent, pious Jtudj/inj of‘ the ‘3crg'ptur&f



3. ?f;\/z’nj done this ﬁr many years, this is one reason we have ofien been Jabelled as a Jaeg]afe
who know our ﬁiﬁfe& well

ix. ﬁut when it comes to what s invelved in restoration, our Eefie?f is that we can know how to return to the

original
1. In form
2 JIn function
5. Inspirie
J9. Why Restoration?
a  Dithical Precedent
i s Geoff hias afready mentioned; the Dible is abmest saturated with the &nomtion  principle
. Jwo classic examples are the restoration efforts of
1. FHozekiah
2. Josiak
ti.  Doth of these efforts worked under the 2 presuppositions that we just fooked at
1. Jhey recognized'the corruption around them and deemed restoration necessary and valuable
2. Jhey discovered'in the Law just what God had orduined; and this, what was to be restored’

. Eut, yet, what becomes clear as we discover the ﬁz’[fz’ca/(]orecec[ént& - and this sort (yp takes oﬂ‘ ﬁom
where Qevv]ﬁc /e'ﬁ ﬁ in hits  presentation — is that even t/fouji man is involved in restoration 61&
?ﬁze/{z’aﬁ ant[szv.n'a/ld were ), restoration t;ru[y b-lyl'naf and ends with §ot[

1. Gonsider the first 3 chapters of Genesis
2. Then consider the Just 3 chapters of Revelation
a.  The end of the Scriptures ends with'the beginning!
b Jt's arestorative story!
c.  Tndwe arein the midile of it/
& Which brings me to my second point...

4. &ﬂon{h’on 75 in our jﬁntz’ty




i Wﬁ}/ ouj/ﬁj we to be concerned with restoration

1. DZ:;ecauJe restoration is a part 'ff our gyz’n’tua/ ﬁ m our egaz'n'tua/ /ferz'tzge both
inc[i'viz[ua/{}l and co//ectz've[y

2. Weare arestored. Jaegﬁfe ian;JuJ Ghirist
i The &Jtoraﬁ(m gj‘ ﬁnajﬂa.’
1. Isnot some SdOT Jaw or - practice that we see > practiced éf}/ a couffe t?f OT ﬂnja

2. Isnot some t[u.sty, crusty j‘z:tlérnz’.rt Jan’naja/e or idea that was born in the 180os b:}/
outdated tﬁ;'nk;'nj and.- Jaﬁz’/osgn@

5. Isthe story of fife in Ghirist!

4 Is the story o]p “you and me and an!}/ﬁo(lj/ who fas kad their sins washed in the blood ‘?][‘ "Ghirist,

and our resterative walK with God

1. Why seek to restore the simphicity of NS worship 7

2. Why seek to restore the structure of N pefity !

5. Why seok to restore the spirit of N fellowship and compassien 7

4. Decause it mimics the process and pains God'took in restoring us to fiim

5. Thus, we draw close to Geod'in seekin 1g these t/finjs

JI9: Why Not Restoration?
a. j think a joorf quea‘tz'cn to close with tonéy/ft 7s “Wh}/ W;t &Jtoration 7"

4. To not , practice a contin ual restoration - a restoration that is contz'nua/fy eacamz'm'nj ourselves qjaz'th the

Ecnjotures, _generation afi‘er - generation - is to do two tﬂnjs.’

A &njn ourselves, or become ignorant to our tem/ém:‘}/ to t[rz'fi’, to stray, to deteriorate, and thus
tﬁga/etue ro[

t.  Jomiss out on all the blessings and. jﬂn:}/ of the church and” "Ghristian fife as Geod designedit

c. \7‘23/ Ja/éa and’ Qecﬁv s Jo/éa this evening s that you consider restoration and its practice in your /zﬁ, in the /i'fé of‘
the c/ldurcﬁj and’; rea//j/, as t/;e~ (m/j/ wa(}/ to be






